"FOLLOW NG JESUS W THOUT DENOM NATI ONALI SM'

Wy |'s Denoni nationali sm Wong?

| NTRODUCT| ON

1. Wiile many people are attracted to the good news of the grace of God
of fered through Hi s Son Jesus Christ, certain questions often |inger

in

0T

2. In

their m nds..

Wy are there so many di fferent denom nations?

Can't the followers of Jesus Christ learn to get al ong?

VWhat can be done about the religious division that exists today?
Is it possible for ne to be sinply a Christian, follow ng Jesus
wi t hout being a nenber of any denom nation?

reply to these questions, sone nake an effort to discount the

significance of religious division, suggesting..

a.

That the differences are not all that great

O that religious division is good, for it enables people to find
a church that suits them personally

But there are several reasons why | believe these answers are
wong and do a disservice to the cause of Chri st

this series of |essons, | have several objectives in mnd..
To explain why denom nationalismis wong
To illustrate how one can sinply be a Christian, serving Jesus

wi t hout being a nenber of any denoni nation
To suggest how followers of Christ nmight be able "to naintain the
unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace" - cf. Ep 4:3

this lesson, | wish to explain..
Why denom nationalismis wong
Wy anyone who truly follows Christ will do all they can to avoid

participating in it

[First, perhaps a definition of terns is in order...]

. DEFI NI NG " DENOM NATI ON' AND " DENOM NATI ONAL| SM'

A

WHAT |'S A " DENOM NATI ON'?
1. According to The Anerican Heritage Dictionary of the English
Language:

"A large group of religious congregations united under a
common faith and name and organi zed under a single
adm nistrative and | egal hierarchy."

2. From Webster's:

"A religious organization uniting in a single | egal and
adm ni strative body a nunmber of |ocal congregations.”

3. In sinple laynmen ternms, a denonination is a group of
congregations that are joined together under some governing
body. ..

a. The nunber of congregations can be as few as two or nore

b. But by their tie to a governing body above the | oca
congregation, by definition they are "denomn nated" from al
congregations that do not submit to the same authority



4. Some exanpl es:

a. The Roman Catholic Church is a denom nation nade up of
t hose churches that submit to the pope in Rome

b. The Eastern Orthodox Church is a denom nation nade up of
t hose churches that submt to the patriarch of
Const ant i nopl e

c. The Anglican Church of England is a denom nati on nmade up of
t hose churches that submit to the archbi shop of Cantebury

d. The Lutheran Church (M ssouri Synod) is made up of those
churches that submit to the synod in M ssour

e. The International Church of Christ is nade up of those
churches that submit to the Boston Church of Chri st

-- These are just a few of the thousands of different
denom nati ons that now exi st!

B. WHAT IS "DENOM NATI ONALI SM' ?
1. According to The Anerican Heritage Dictionary of the English
Language, it is:
a. "The tendency to separate into religi ous denom nations"
b. "Advocacy of separation into religi ous denom nations"
c. "Strict adherence to a denom nation; sectarianisnf
2. Again, Webster's dictionary defines it as:
a. "Devotion to denoninational principles or interests”
b. "Narrow enphasi zi ng of denom national differences:
SECTARI ANI SM'
3. For the purpose in this series, | will be applying the termto
any approval of the denom national division which exists today
a. | concede that many people in denom nations today are not
all that devoted to their denom national principles or
interests
b. But by nenbership in a denomination they are by inplication
advocating separation into religious denom nations

[But is denominationalismreally all that bad? Am| suggesting that
one cannot serve Christ faithfully while participating in religious
di vision? The answer to both questions is "Yes!"

To understand the reason for saying this, let's examne...]

1. VAHY DENOM NATI ONALI SM | S V\RONG

A. FI RST, DENOM NATI ONALI SM IS UN- SCRI PTURAL. .
1. That is, it is without Scriptural support
a. There is no basis in the Bible for |ocal churches being
di vided up into various denom national bodies
b. There is no denonmination that can go to the Bible and say,
"See that passage? There is our church (denom nation)!"
2. In the New Testanent...
a. Local congregations were independent, self-governing
b. Church organization was limted to within the |oca
congregation, with elders (also known as pastors, bishops,
overseers, presbyters) appointed to oversee only the
congregati on of which they were menbers - cf. Ac 20:17, 28;
1 Pe 5:1-2
3. The only authority above the local church in the New Test anent
was Christ and Hi s apostles..
a. Once the church began, apostles were not replaced after
t hey died
b. But through the Wrd of God, the authority of Christ and



4.

Hi s apostles continues
I ndi vi dual s, synods, conferences, etc., that presune to usurp
authority over | ocal congregations today do so w thout
Scriptural authority

SECOND, DENOM NATI ONALI SM I'S ANTI - SCRI PTURAL. . .

1

2.

3.

l.e., not only is it without scriptural support, it is

contrary to what the Bible teaches

It is contrary to the prayer of Jesus for unity among His

believers - Jn 17:20-23

It is condemmed by Paul in his epistle to the church at

Corinth

a. There are to be no divisions anobng believers - 1 Co 1:10-13

b. Sectarianismis a sign of carnality - 1 Co 3:3-4

It opposes the efforts of Christ on the cross! - Ep 2:14-16

a. Jesus died to break down the wall of division

b. Jesus died to reconcile nman to God in ONE body

-- Just as sinning works against the efforts of Christ on the
cross (for He also died to put away sin), so it is with
denomi nati onal division

THI RD, DENOM NATI ONALI SM I S HARMFUL TO THE CAUSE OF CHRI ST. .

1

Jesus knew that unity anong H s disciples would be "the fina

apol ogeti c"

a. Cf. "that the world nay believe" - Jn 17:21

b. I'n view of Jesus' words, we should not be surprised when
unbel i evers are slow to accept the gospel comng froma
di vi ded church

Many people point to the divided condition of those professing

to follow Christ..

a. Atheists and agnostics often use religious division as an
excuse not to believe in God

b. Adherents to non-Christian religions (such as |slam
Judai sm etc.) will often use denom nationalismas a reason
not to believe in Christ

Denom nationalism has al so given support and encouragenent to

the cults

a. Mormonismstarted in reaction to the denoni nationali sm of
Joseph Smith's day

b. Those who call themsel ves "Jehovah's Wtnesses" use
religious division to encourage people to follow their
strictly-controlled organi zation

UNDERSTANDI NG THAT DENOM NATI ONALI SM | S WRONG HAS LED TO THESE
| NTERESTI NG STATEMENTS. . .

1

From Martin Luther, the | eader of the Reformati on Movenent:

"I ask that nen make no reference to nmy nanme, and cal
t hensel ves not Lut herans, but Christians. Wat is Luther?

My doctrine, | amsure, is not mne, nor have | been crucified
for any one. St. Paul, in 1 Cor. 3, would not allow
Christians to call thenselves Pauline or Petrine, but
Christian. How then should I, poor, foul carcass that | am

cone to have nmen give to the children of Christ a nanme
derived fromnmy worthless nane? No, no, ny dear friends; |et
us abolish all party nanes, and call ourselves Christians
after Hi m Whose doctrine we have." - Hugh Thomason Kerr, A
Conpend of Luther's Theol ogy (Phil adel phia: The Westmni nster
Press, 1943, p. 135)



2. From John Wesl ey, another great reformation | eader, anobng
whose foll owers are Methodi sts, Wesl eyans, etc.

"Wuld to God that all party names, and unscriptural phrases
and forns which have divided the Christian world, were forgot
and that the very nane [ Methodist] m ght never be mentioned
nore, but be buried in eternal oblivion." - John Wesl ey,

Uni versal Know edge, A Dictionary and Encycl opedia of Arts,
Sci ence, History, Biography, Law, Literature, Religions,
Nations, Races, Customs, and Institutions, Vol. 9, Edward A
Pace, Editor (New York: Universal Know edge Foundation, 1927,
p. 540)

3. From Charl es Spurgeon, one of the greatest Baptist preachers
who ever |ived:

"I look forward with pleasure to the day when there will not
be a Baptist living! | hope that the Baptist name will soon
perish, but let Christ's nane |last forever." - Spurgeon
Menorial Library, Vol. 1., p. 168
CONCLUSI ON
1. vell, that day has not yet cone, and denomi nationalismwth its
religious division seens to be as strong as ever!
2. But all is not lost...
a. For throughout the world, nore and nore people are throw ng aside
t hei r denoni nati onal shackl es
b. They are follow ng Jesus Christ in the freedom of gospel I|iberty
that comes frombeing sinply a Christian
c. And what nay be a surprise to sone, they are able to do so "being
i ke-m nded, having the sane | ove, being of one accord, of one
m nd" - cf. Ph 2:2
3. How is this possible?

a.
b

That is what | hope to denpnstrate starting with the next |esson

But it begins with two things:

1) A strong desire to follow Jesus Christ and Hi s prayer for
unity - cf. Jn 17:20-23

2) An understanding of the carnal nature of division, and why
denom nationalismis wong - cf. 1 Co 3:3-4

Dear friend, don't you want to be sinply a Christian, a follower of the
Lord Jesus Christ...?



